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ber appears very rarely; if, therefore, an individual child makes such
an omission, we have a special case and we have to look for the
motivation.
Repetitions of the same arrangement of figures in later drawings
of the family made by the same child may decide whether the dis-
tribution of figures is to be considered as an accidental one or as
based upon the child's fixed concept of a range of values.
The difference of proportions in the size of figures also has to be
checked by repetitions, and furthermore the actual height of each
member of the family has to be compared with his height in the
child's drawings. If, for example, the child draws his father much
bigger than his mother in spite of the fact that in reality both are of
the same height, the emphasis on the father in the child's drawings
appears to be a psychological and not a realistic factor. The differ-
ences in patterning the various members of the family become a
valid clue in diagnosing the child's personality if the child himself
states the reasons for these differences. In many cases, however, the
young child, not being aware of the differences, is not able to do so.
The differences of patterning are in these cases only a basis for the
observer's projective interpretation. The value of such an interpre-
tation can be checked only by experience.
We give in the following some examples obtained in a nursery
school, demonstrating the children's different patterning of their
families. The conclusions drawn from these differences coincide
with observations of the actual family situation.
One child draws a house and "papa," "mama," and himself. The
family is considered as a complete unity protected by the house.
The figures have no arms, but they are, like some African sculpture,
rammed into the ground (Fig. 41).
A S-year-old boy draws the family (1-6) with "house" (9) and
"cars" (8) (Fig. 42). The "daddy" (1) is much bigger than all the
other persons; then follows the "mother" (2), about half as big as
the father, but slightly bigger than the child's two siblings (3, 4),
and Mmself (5). After this family group, in which the child puts
himself at the end, the child draws himself again (6) with his
teacher (7). The drawing suggests that the father dominates at
bOT3e (largest size), that the child feels that he himself plays the
least important role in the family composition (position at the end
f*f the family). After the drawing of the home situation the child
the nursery school situation. Here the child feels just the
; spice the teacher has not the prohibiting role, she is drawn
wMle the child feels Inmself big.